
absolute  
adjective 
not qualified or diminished in any way; total; pure, without 
imperfection, complete. 

noun 
viewed or existing independently and not in relation to other 
things; not relative or comparative. 
It is an accepted belief that our system of symbols (outside of the alphabet) can 
all be attributed to 5 basic shapes, combined or modified to make new ideas. Of 
the symbols that we use everyday, none are more familiar are than the line and 
the circle/dot.
This suite of paintings is a vision of new and old definitions pertaining to the 
vertical line and the circle. I have re-materialized these symbols by placing real 
objects back into their lives. These pieces visually describe a fixed position of an 
absolute concept, regardless of the relative contexts that are forced onto it. Like 
our ancestors, I am recombining these shapes to make entirely new meanings. I 
am creating a relationship between two worlds, where one is always subordinate 
to the other. The relationship and loving tension between these two beliefs inform 
the entire situation, creating value as a whole that is worth more than each part 
as an individual.  
Finding the absolutes and their complements in life is about symmetry, 
synchronicity, and balance--a life of geometry. 
The Vertical Line 
Has been used to signify the absolute spiritual relationship between the lower 
and the higher. In philosophy, ‘the Absolute’ refers to a concept of unconditional 
reality from which one finds awareness, intelligence, and morality. You'll also see 
this shape in mathematics to represent absolute value. Often, the Absolute is 
signified by a long thin bar.  
The Circle 
The line's complementing partner throughout history. We see this paired duality 
all of the time: whether it be with the 1 and 0 that make up binary code or the 
circles and lines that we use to represent planetary bodies and ground horizons. 
Together, these two pieces of geometry form a law of polarity in western 
symbolism. Both shapes serve to enhance the other symbol. And yet, each 
shape can stand for both extremes of their meanings. For example, the number 
'0' literally means 'nothing' while the wedding band is the circular symbol for unity.   


